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"Run, run!" whispered the mother, stamping her foot.
There was a ringing in her ears and she heard loud
cries. A third head appeared over the wall. The mother
clutched at her breast and watched with bated breath.
The blond head of a beardless youth had shot up as
though tearing loose, but it instantly disappeared behind
the wall again. The cries grew louder and more excited
and the wind carried the thin shrilling of whistles through
the air. Mikhailo walked the length of the wall. Now he
had passed her and crossed the open space between the
prison and the houses of the city. If only he would walk
faster and not hold his head so high! Anyone who had
once seen his face would be sure to remember it
"Hurry, hurry!" she whispered.
Something banged on the other side of the prison wall
and she could hear a shattering of glass* One of the sol-
diers stood with his feet dug into the ground, pulling on
the horse's rope; the other had raised his hand to his mouth
and was shouting toward the prison. When he had finished,
he turned his ear to the wind to catch the answer.
The mother stood at strained attention, turning her
head in all directions, and while her eyes saw everything,
they believed nothing. What she had imagined as being
so complicated and fraught with danger turned out to
be quick and simple, and this quickness overwhelmed her
and dulled her wits. Rybin had disappeared; a tall man
in a long coat came walking down the street and a young
girl rau ahead of him* Three prison guards dashed round
the corner of the prison, keeping close to each other, their
right arms extended. One of the soldiers ran to meet
them, the other danced about the horse, trying to jump on
its back, but the unruly animal leaped into the air, and
everything else seemed to leap with it. The blowing of
the whistles was repeated with frantic insistence; Their
desperate shrilling forced her to a realisation of the dan-
ger; she shuddered and walked along the fence of the
cemetery, keeping her eye on the guards, but they and
the soldiers disappeared round another corner of the pris-

